Figure 2. The Abercorn Springs study site.

Methodologies

To reconstruct the past environment and
investigate the use of fire to manage
sald environment with:

- Pollen analysis

- Microcharcoal analysis

This provides a regional picture of
environmental change and fire
occurrences.

located 1n Central Queensland is a

taken from the highest part of the
mound and 1ntersects Sm of peat.

wetland spring mound dating to e '
almost 50,000 BP. It 1s some 125km :Wl |
inland from Bundaberg, to the south 'T'-W_W_w_._:;;l[mu.;...’:” : é
of Cania Gorge and adjacent to .1[—-“"*
Three Moon Creek. The core was T

55 001 06 005 OW 00 O 02 OB OB 02 0N @ ® O @

—— - |
L L LU LU L

Figure 3. Photo of pollen and microcharcoal from the
Abercorn Core.

Figure 4. Pollen and microcharcoal diagram (Tilia software).
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over the past 50,000 years. There 1s an overall
drying trend, but the switching between
dominant plant types 1s readily visible.

Several microcharcoal peaks coincide with an
opening up of the environment.

Microcharcoal peaks may also indicate the
burning of herbaceous plants — this induces an
increased flowering and germination of said
plants ensuring continued and increased food
production!?],

Abercorn Springs has been incredibly dynamic

Environmental management, Springs, and Archaeology
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Springs can be attractive enviror
people. They have fresh water,
and fish and shellfish. There ¢
around Queensland includi
environments.

They provide important
understand the humse
relationship via oper
detailed palacoenvi

Figure 5. Map of the Great Artesian Springs in Queensland!?]
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